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Senator Meyer, Representative Roy, fellow Environment Committee members — thank you for
this opportunity to address the committee. I represent the thousands of Connecticut supporters of
the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA}) and the growing
membership of Connecticut Votes for Animals (CVA), who are deeply concerned about many of
the issues before the committee today.

I am here, in particular, regarding SB 856 (“Puppy Trace Back Bill”) and SB 994 (Leghold
Traps). '

SB 856 (“Puppy Trace Back Bill**)

This bill is crucial to correct deficiencies in current Connecticut law and regulations, which
require only that, vis a vis the origin of a dog, (1) pet stores maintain on file the identity of the
person or entity from whom/which the store purchased the dog (CR § 22-344-25¢) -
unfortunately for the consumer, this could be the dealer, not the breeder — and (2) pet stores post
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the dog’s state of birth (CS § 22-344d). However, an informed public — whether or not the
purchaser — should know the identity of the breeder, as well as any person or entity with custody

of that dog (should apply equally to cats) from birth until sale in Connecticut,

] am, in addition, recommending that (1) pet shops be prohibited from purchasing dogs or cats
for resale from any breeder or other person or entity not in possession of a USDA license and
any applicable state license, and (2) a penalty for violation be assessed per day (beginning 48
hours after a charge so that the fine does not merely become a cost of doing business, and pet
stores feel compelled to provide the required information to the public.

SB 994 (Leghold/Body-Crushing Traps)

Both the ASPCA and CVA strongly oppose the use of leghold and body-crushing traps to
capture wild animals. Notably, leghold traps have been banned by over cighty countries. We are
also deeply concerned by the maiming and/or killing of humans, companion animals, and non-
target wildlife that stumble into such traps (please see the attached portion of the Born
Free/Animal Protection Institute incident report chart —will provide the remainder of the 85+
page chart upon request).

Non-Target Animals & Humans Trapped by Body-Gripping Traps

NOTE: The following is only a partial list (still in progress}) of animals and humans trapped. Because non-targets are
not required to be reported there is no way to know how many animals are trapped, injured, and/or killed by body-
gripping traps throughout the United Stales and Canada.
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Proposed Language:

ACT CONCERNING PROTECTION OF CONSUMERS WHO PURCHASE
COMPANION ANIMALS

Section 1. (Effective July 1, 2009). Section 22-344b of the general sfatutes is repealed and
the following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(a) A pet shop licensee or a breeder licensee shall, prior to offering a dog or cat for sale and
thereafter at intervals of fifteen days until such dog or cat is sold, provide for examination of
such dog or cat by a veterinarian licensed under chapter 384. The licensee shall maintain a record
of the veterinary services rendered for each dog or cat offered for sale.

(b) If, within fiftcen days of sale, any such dog or cat becomes ill or dies of any illness which
existed in such dog or cat at the time of the sale, such pef shop or breeder licensee shall, at the
option of the consumer, replace the dog or cat, [or] refund in full the purchase price of such dog
or cat and/or reimburse the consumer for treatment of such iliness: (1) In the case of illness,
upon either return of the dog or cat to the pet shop_or breeder, or treatiment of such illness by a
veterinarian selected by the consumer and the receipt of a certificate from a veterinarian
licensed under chapter 384 who is selected by the consumer, stating that the dog or cat is ill from
a condition which existed at the time of sale, and (2) in the case of death, the receipt of a
cerfificate from a veterinarian licensed under said chapter whe is selected by the consumer
stating that the dog or cat died from an illness which existed at the time of sale. Any costs for
services and medications provided by a licensed veterinarian incurred by the consumer for such
treatment or for such illness shall be reimbursed to the consumer by such licensee in an amount
not to exceed ftwo hundred/ two thousand dollars and, in the event of the death of the cal or
dog, the purchase price of such_animal, The presentation of such certificate shall be sufficient
proof to claim reimbursement or replacement and the return of such ill or deceased dog or cat to
the pet shop shall not be required. No such refund or replacement shall be made if such illness or
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death resulted from maltreatment or neglect by a person other than the pef shop or breeder
licensee, or his or her agent or employee.

(c) A licensee who violates any provision of this section shall forfeit fo the state a sum not to
exceed five hundred dollars for each animal which is the subject of the violation in addition to
any sum owed to purchaser under subsection (b). The Attorney General, upon complaint of the
commissioner, may institufe a civil action in the superior court for the judicial district of Hartford
to recover the forfeiture specified in this section.

Section 2, (Effective July 1, 2009). Section 22-354 of the general statutes is repealed and
the following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(a) Any dog or cat imported into this state shall be accompanied by a certificate of health issued
no earlier than thirty days prior to the date of importation by a licensed, graduate veterinarian
stating that such dog or cat is free from symptoms of any infectious, contagious or
communicable disease, and that such dog or cat, if three months of age or older, is currently
vaccinated for rabies by a licensed veterinarian, A copy of such health certificate shall be
forwarded promptly to the commissioner from the livestock sanitary official of the state of
origin. Any dog or cat originating from a rabies quarantine area must have permission of the
State Veterinarian prior to importation into this state. No person, firm or corporation shall import
or export for the purposes of sale or offering for sale any dog or cat under the age of eight weeks
unless such dog or cat is transported with its dam and no person, firm or corporation shall sell
within the state any dog or cat under the age of eight weeks. Any person, firm or corporation
violating the provisions of this {section] subsection or bringing any dog or cat into this state from
an arca under quarantine for rabies shall be fined not more than one hundred dollars or
imprisoned not more than thirty days or both.

(b) Any dog or cat sold or offered for sale by a pet shop licensee located in this stafe shall be
accompanied by a certificate of origin identifying the name, address, and felephone number of
any person who had custody of such dog or cat at any fime from the date of birth of such
animal until the sale of the animal in Connecticut by the licensee, Such certificate shall be
posted in a conspicuous manner not more than fen feet from where such dog or cat is
displayed for sale. A copy of such certificate shall also be provided to the purchaser of such
dog or cat at the time of sale and, within forty-eight hours of sale, filed with the Department of
Agriculture, No pet shop licensee may purchase a dog or cat for resale from a breeder or other
person, firm or corporation not in possession of a current license with the United Stafes
Department of Agriculture and any applicable state agency. Any person, firm or corporation
violating the provisions of this subsection shall be fined not more than one hundred dollars or
imprisoned not more than thirty days or both,

(c) Beginning forty-eight hours after a charge of violating this section, each day that a pet

shop licensee fails to correct the cited deficiencies shall coustitute a separate offense.
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Summary of Proposed L.anguage:

ACT CONCERNING PROTECTION OF CONSUMERS WHO PURCHASE
COMPANION ANIMALS

Subsection 1(a) — Requires that a breeder licensee, like a pet shop licensee, provide for
veterinary examination of dogs and cats for sale at fifteen day intervals.

Subsection 1(b) —

o Inall cases (i.e., whether a dog or cat is sick or dies from an illness he/she had at the time
of sale), requires pet shop and breeder licensees to honor the assessment of a veterinarian

selected by the consumer.
» Requires pet shop and breeder licensees to reimburse consumers for veterinary treatment

— whether or not the consumer returns the dog or cat, or the dog or cat dies —in an
amount not to exceed $2000 (instead of $200).

¢ Inthe event a dog or cat dies, requires pet shop and breeder licensees to reimburse the
consumer for the animal’s purchase price.

Subsection 1(c) -




Clarifies that the specified penalty is in conjunction with any reimbursement owed under
subsection (b).

Subsection 2(a) — Technical revision to conform subsection to addition of subsection (b).

Subsection 2(b) —

Requires that any dog or cat sold by a pet shop licensee be accompanied by a certificate
of origin identifying the name, address, and telephone number of any person who had
custody of such dog or cat at any time from the date of birth of such animal until the sale
of the animal in Connecticut by the licensee.

Requires that the certificate of origin be posted in a conspicuous manner not more than
ten feet from where such dog or cat is displayed for sale.

Requires that the certificate of origin be provided to the purchaser of a dog or cat the time
of sale.

Requires that the certificate of origin be filed with the Department of Agriculture within
forty-cight hours of sale of the dog or cat.

Prohibits a pet shop licensee from purchasing a dog or cat for resale from a breeder or
other person, firm or corporation not in possession of a current license with the United
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and any applicable state agency.

Imposes a penalty of not more than one hundred dollars, and not more than thirty days
imprisonment, per violation.

Subsection 2(c) — States that beginning forty-eight hours after a charge of violating this section,
each day that a pet shop licensee fails to correct the cited deficiencies shall constitute a separate
offense.
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